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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  March 5, 2014

Hashtag #The Gathering Successful!

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Nearly 900 Youth Strong!
One enthusiastic participant enjoys the Christian rock band and 
Steve Fee during the youth event “The Gathering” for United 
Methodist in Jackson.   <<See page 7 for story>>

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.

Women’s History Month 
Resources
March is women’s history 
month and the United Method-
ist Commission on the Status 
and Role of Women has made 
available several resources 
to help people celebrate the 
courage and commitment of 
women. For more information, 
visit http://www.gcsrw.org/Re-
sources/Worshipresources.
aspx.
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Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

March 5, 2014
I am a native of the small town of Lexington, Mississippi located in Holmes County. It is the direct central spot between Jackson and 
Grenada. I grew up in Galilee Treadwell Grove United Methodist Church. My first experience of considering following Christ as a dis-
ciple was when we were appointed Rev. Haywood Hannah in 1996. In Methodist language we receive a “new preacher” and what was 
different about this preacher was the fact that he was an exciting preacher. He was young with a lot the energy and he brought so much 
enthusiasm. It sparked my curiosity for more knowledge about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

I watched my pastor be a faithful and exciting disciple. After two years of hearing about how and why we are called to be disciples, it 
then became important to me to become a follower of Christ. I was baptized in 1998 by Rev. Hannah. This was a great start for me to 
live and become a useful member and disciple. My pastor and church family pushed me to use the gifts inside of me. They sent me to 
conference events that aided in my Christian development such as district leadership rallies, Convo, MYAC, Dare to Lead, Overflow, 
Jubilee and many more to shape my leadership and discipleship capability. I was able to use those tools that I learned to help reach 
and teach youth my age in Bible studies, Sunday school classes and many other spiritual engagements how to be disciples.

In April 2003, I felt the call of God on my life to be a disciple in a new capacity as a minister of the Gospel and was well received by the 
church, my pastor, Greenwood District superintendent, Rev. Fred Brown and an overflowing host of the others in the Mississippi Confer-

ence. In 2006, while still helping other young people find Christ in my school and community, I was appointed to make 
disciples as clergy. I was appointed as pastor to Barlow and Mt. Zion United Methodist churches where I had great 
success in shaping disciples. From then, I have exemplified servant leadership with a strong focus on making disciples 
for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Rev. Kordell Sims, Sr.
Director/Campus Minister 
Jackson State University Wesley Foundation Campus Ministries

Matthew 4:1-11
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus is Tested in the Wilderness

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 
“throw yourself down. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.’”

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will 
give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

How I Became a Disciple

word POWER
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Introducing AC 2014 Theme “Living Out The POWER of We”  
By Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Connectional Ministries and Communications

The 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference convenes at the Jackson 
Convention Complex, June 6-8, to experience “Living Out The POWER of We.” Exciting 
worship coordinated by Rev. Chris McAlilly and Kay Barksdale includes music leadership 
with the Orchard’s praise team, a clergy choir, solos and small ensembles. 

McAlilly said, “Our deepest hope is that annual conference worship will be the instrument 
and means of God’s grace through which the presence of the risen Christ will offer us 
once again the ‘peace which passes all understanding,’ the love of Christ which drives 
out all fear and the gift of the Holy Spirit which will propel us once again along the path of 
discovery into the ongoing work of God’s kingdom in the world.”

Spirit empowered preaching by Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., Mississippi area, and 
Bishop Mike Watson, the North Georgia area, will bookend the session. United Meth-
odists from across Mississippi are invited to experience the POWER of the Holy Spirit 
through worship. All are invited.

For all things associated with the 2014 session of annual conference, visit the Mississippi 
Conference website at www.mississippi-umc.org. Check it often for updates. 

A Day of Learning and Mission: Hunger, Health, Children and Vital 
Congregations
United Methodists (beyond members of the annual conference) may participate in learn-
ing and mission workshops on Thursday, June 5 at the Jackson Convention Complex. 

Workshops will include Safe Sanctuary Training by attorney Joy T. Melton, author of the 
bestseller, “Safe Sanctuaries: Reducing the Risk of Child Abuse in the Church” and “Safe Sanctuaries for Youth: Reducing the Risk of 
Abuse in Youth Ministries.” Melton helps churches assess risk and implement processes to help congregations take steps to reduce the 
likelihood of abuse in their congregational settings. 

Rev. Stephen Sparks and a diverse team of Mississippi leaders will convene a conversation on contemporary worship. 

Lee Burdine and health ministry advocates and ambassadors will offer models of transforming health ministries for communities. 

Rev. Carol Burnett, Congregations for Children’s legislative liaison and advocate, will guide laity and clergy on issues facing children. 
Burnett is the director of the Moore Community House in Biloxi, Mississippi. 

Mike Howington, youth and family ministry coordinator for the Mississippi Conference, will lead clergy and laity interested in volunteer 
youth leader conversations. 

Connecting

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent is a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a 
period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline.

Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our human mortality. The service fo-
cuses on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been triumphed through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.To hear an Ash Wednesday sermon from Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr, go to  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9uXNgvPeao.  

Bishop’s On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• March 16, 2014 (Sunday) Bishop Swanson will preach at Bethlehem United Methodist Church in New Albany 
during their evangelism conference.  The first service will begin at 10:30 a.m. and the second service will start 
at 7:00 p.m.    

• March 23, 2014 (Sunday) Asbury United Methodist Church in Petal will have Bishop Swanson as a guest speaker at the 10:40 a.m. 
service.

Bishop’s Journal
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Mission opportunities to pack meals for Stop Hunger Now will be available. Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger relief organiza-
tion that coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid around the world.

Many more workshops will be offered. Leaders of all 1,000 United Methodist congregations in Mississippi are encouraged to participate 
in these holy conferencing opportunities. 

Disaster Preparedness Ongoing Topic for Mississippi
By Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Connectional Ministries and Communications

Photo right: Pictured left to right: (front row) Frank 
Newell, Mike Sims, Connie Shelton, David Newton, Rob 
Grant,(back row) C.J. Caufield, Scott Wright, Darrell 
Sanderson and David Cumbest (Conference Disaster 
Relief Coordinator).

Mississippi is no stranger to the impact of disasters. Hur-
ricane Katrina, almost nine years in the distance,  is still 
close in the hearts and minds of Mississippians, like Rev. 
David Cumbest, a native to the Mississippi coast and the 
Mississippi Conference disaster relief coordinator. He 
was on the team during Hurricane Katrina and recalls the 
devastation to his community and the next several years 
it would take United Methodists to help families and communities rebuild.  

Cumbest has expressed there is a need for strengthening the Mississippi Conference disaster relief team in all the 11 districts for a uni-
fied response.

“Our disaster response mechanism in the state is to become a team,” said Cumbest.

Recently, Cumbest and eight other Mississippi United Methodists attended the 2014 
Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference Disaster Academy from UMCOR (United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief) at Simpsonwood Retreat Center in Norcross, Georgia. 

“Jesus left behind a people, not just a book and that’s what we are trying to do with 
disaster response is put together people who will write the disaster plan before the next 
event,” Cumbest explained.

Greg Forrester, assistant general secretary for UMCOR, Disaster Response in the 
United States, spoke with Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton at the Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference Disaster Academy about the partnership between UMCOR and Mississippi 
United Methodists. 

UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters of such magnitude that they overwhelm a 
community’s ability to recover on its own. Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend 

loving care to people within the United States, as well as internationally in Africa, Asia, Central and South America and the Caribbean. 
These beneficiaries are seen as partners, not victims, and UMCOR works to empower them. Wherever possible, UMCOR cooperates 
with other aid organizations to extend its reach.

In its holistic response to disasters, UMCOR:

• Offers disaster preparedness training.
• Provides essential supplies and care-both physical and psychological-in the immediate aftermath of a disaster.
• Supports long-term rebuilding efforts and assists communities as they adapt.

On Sunday, March 30, Mississippi United Methodists will have the opportunity to support the efforts of UMCOR through the Advance 
special offering “One Great Hour of Sharing.” Donations through this offering along with other undesignated gifts made throughout the 
year cover the relief agency’s costs of doing business.

UMCOR does not receive apportioned mission shares, so this is Mississippi’s chance to participate. Anyone interested in serving on the 
Mississippi Annual Conference disaster response team can send an email to Rev. David Cumbest at disaster@mississippi-umc.org.

For more information about UMCOR, visit www.umcor.org/. 

Photo left: Greg Forrester, UMCOR Assistant General Secretary for Disaster Response in the United States, spoke with Rev. Dr. Con-
nie Shelton at the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference Disaster Academy about the partnership between UMCOR and Mississippi 
United Methodists. 
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Resources for Lent and Easter Available on GBOD Website  
A comprehensive collection of resources to help individuals and 
congregations prepare for Lent and  Easter are now available at 
the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) website.

The collection, titled His Resurrection, Our Life, provides specific 
information and materials to aid clergy and laity as they organize 
services for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Other resources on the website 
are designed to help small groups, individuals and children and 
youth groups prepare for the Easter season.

“Preparing to once again experience the tragedy of Jesus Christ’s 
death on the cross and the glory of His resurrection is an impor-
tant part of every Christian’s worship life,” said Steve Horswill-
Johnston, executive director of communications and brand 
strategy at GBOD. “We hope these resources will help to make 
that experience more meaningful for everyone.”

The resources, which were compiled by staff members at GBOD, are available at www.GBOD.org/easter. 

and include new and traditional print resources, as well as downloads for music scores, videos and bulletins covers and artwork. The 
categories of resources available on the website are: 

• Ash Wednesday - Lectionary planning aids, including meditations, prayers, videos and reflections
• Holy Week - More than 40 resources about worship, Liturgy, music and drama for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, along with 
articles about and suggestions for worship at church and home
• Lectionary planning helps - Articles and aids for planning worship for Lent and Easter
• Music for Lent and Easter - Dozens of downloadable music scores for worship services
• Video resources for Lent and Easter - Seven downloadable videos including “His Resurrection, Our Life,” and Chuck Knows Church 
episodes about Lent, Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Easter and foot washing
• Books and related resources - Information from Upper Room about available books, devotions and reflections about the Easter 
season
• Resources for families, children and youth - Study guides, devotional series and fun and creative daily activities to help youth, 
young people and their families prepare
• Devotions and reflections - Daily Lenten devotionals and meditations and information about a Lenten e-Retreat.
• Lent and Easter planning - Guides and articles for planning and worshiping during Lent and Easter
• Liturgy and worship - Specific worship services and songs for use during the season
• Bulletin covers and art - Free downloadable artwork for use in Lent and Easter worship services  

The Easter resource collection also includes a special video featuring Chuck from Chuck Knows Church, which will take viewers from 
the grave to new life in Christ.

GBOD’s mission is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-changing disciples. An agen-
cy of The United Methodist Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. Visit www.gbod.org for more information 
or call the Communications Office at 877-899-2780, Ext. 1726. 

Preparations Underway for Missions Marketplace 
By Kay Barksdale and Clint Ware

Missions Marketplace will be accepting items for online missions auction soon! Pro-
ceeds from the 2014 marketplace, hosted by the conference Mission Committee and 
United Methodist Women, will benefit mission agencies and initiatives in every district in 
the Mississippi Annual Conference. Every United Methodist Church and affiliated mis-
sion in the state will soon be asked to submit at least one item valued at $25 or more for 
this mission fundraiser.

Districts are preparing for the auction by designating collection sites at churches spread 
across each district. These locations will soon be published and available on the confer-
ence missions page (mississippiummissions.org), through your distinct website and 
district office. Churches are urged to designate a missions marketplace chairperson to 
select an appropriate auction item to donate to this effort. 
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Anderson South Renamed 
Pastor Tim Howard is getting the word out early for people 
to mark their calendar for Saturday, May 3,  2014 at 6:00 
p.m. On this day Howard will lead Anderson South in 
celebrating its chartering and the official re-naming of the 
church to We Are One United Methodist Church. 

“This goes with the intention of Rev. May, Bishop Hope 
Morgan Ward and me when we were sent out to start 
Anderson South.  Anderson South was planted with the 
intent to go from being a sister division of Anderson to a 
fully functioning church within the UMC umbrella. We were 
initially planted in 2008 and the time and season has ar-
rived for us to charter,” said Howard.

Howard adds that March 3 will be a glorious celebration which will include preaching the word, worshiping and praising the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, giving to the community, miming, dancing, singing, baptizing and feasting. 

The celebration will end by 8:00 p.m. followed by a meal. This is the first time in many years since a United Methodist Church has been 
chartered in south Jackson. 

Photo right: Members of Anderson South during a worship.

East Jackson District Approves ‘District Mission Team’ for Children’s Homes 
The East Jackson District has given its endorsement to adopt a district mission team to renovate buildings of the Methodist Children’s 
Homes. The renovation will provide housing for more children at the MCH. Sherry Boyd, a member of Pearl United Methodist Church in 
Pearl and Rev. Chuck Meador of Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, are co-chairing the team.

Faith Communities

Once the auction is opened, district and conference websites will provide a link to the auction so everyone can see how well their items 
are doing and be able to bid on the hundreds of donated items. The auction will open May 1 and close the night of June 7. Auction 
items will be on display at 2014 annual conference in Jackson but bidding will all be online and open to everyone.

In the next few weeks, each congregation should receive information, either through mail, e-mail or telephone call about the auction 
and its importance to the mission agencies of the conference.  Informative flyers about the auction will be available at the conference 
website on March 15, and lists of our district mission secretaries and district UMW education and interpretation coordinators and their 
contact information will also be available on the conference website.  

For more information, call your district office or email Rev. Clint Ware at clint.cheri@yahoo.com or Kay Barksdale at barksdale9222@
bellsouth.net.

Register for Administry Training          
The Mississippi Annual Conference treasurer’s office is offering another oppor-
tunity for people to attend  the Conference Council of Finance & Administration’s 
Administry training program. The East Jackson District has approved the train-
ing session at Forest United Methodist Church on March 29. Check-in begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and training will start shortly after 9:00. The cost of the training is 
$60.00 which covers lunch, snacks and all training materials. The training will be 
over by 4:30 p.m.   

This financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen 
the administrative and financial abilities of the local church treasurer, financial 
secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. 
Successful completion of the training session and assignments will result in a 
Mississippi Conference recognized church “administer.”

To register for the training, go to http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-local-church-administry-training-spring-session-
tickets-4306436668.

Administry
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The team leaders have expressed the need for other churches in the East 
Jackson District to offer support, labor and material for the project. Such broad 
based support to the mission team will offer opportunity for small churches, 
which cannot undertake such a project on their own, to join in a “connectional” 
effort.

For more information about this project, or to join the team, contact Rev. 
Chuck Meador at cmeador@christunitedjxn.org, or Sherry Boyd at sboyd@
joneswalker.com.    

Photo right: This is one of the homes that needs renovating on the campus of 
Methodist Children’s Homes in Jackson, Mississippi.  

Asbury UMC Senior Recreation Ministry
Asbury UMC in Holly Springs, Mississippi, released a photo of those participating 
in their senior recreation  ministry. The group, which meets every Wednesday from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., kicks-off their weekly gathering with exercise followed by 
Bible study. They share a free lunch and end with games like bingo and trivia. This 
time also includes occasional presentations from people in the community.

Photo left: The Asbury UMC Senior Recreation Ministry

Hashtag #The Gathering Successful!
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Photo right: Several teenagers lined up to meet Rev. Olu Brown after 
delivering a powerful presentation of his life story. 

The hashtag appropriately named -- #gathering2014 -- set off a string of re-
sponses on social media from youth attending a weekend event called “The 
Gathering” sponsored by the Mississippi Annual Conference. The theme 
was “Mind Games.” From Twitter to Instagram young people and their youth 
leaders connected using the hashtag key words to express their thoughts 
about what they were experiencing.  

 Some of the comments included:
 “Nothing better than gathering with over 850 Jesus lovers in one big room 
worshiping and praising Him shamelessly”

 “Yeah, my voice is gone. But it’s totally worth it! Worship is awesome!”  

 “Praying the Adventure Club youth from Fairview UMC are having an awe-
some time at The Gathering in Jackson!”

 “I don’t know you people...but I know Jesus and so do you! Let’s be friends.”

 “If you love Jesus then I love you.”  

 “Ready for Day 2 of the gathering.”

One young person posted on twitter “one of the most amazing weekends ever” and in a matter of minutes it was retweeted by the 
United Methodist Collegiate Ministry out of Nashville, Tennessee, which offers resources and training for United Methodist campus 
ministers. Indeed word was spreading quickly about the great happening in Mississippi.

 Among the social media remarks were many blessings and thanks to the presenters. Rev. Olu Brown was the speaker, Steve Fee and 
the band led worship and Curt Anderson an illusionist provided entertainment.

 “Beautiful message tonight Olu. There’s that Body of Christ”

Students
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 “So I met this great Illusionists tonight!! And talk about AMAZING!!”

 “Pumped to be at #gathering2014. Got to hang with Steve Fee”

 The Gathering Student Conference is a ministry designed for the young 
people of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. This event formally 
known as MYAC was February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014 at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi.    

Pictures from “The Gathering” can be viewed here on Flickr at www.flickr.
com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157641926350953/. The confer-
ence extended a special thanks to youth volunteer photographers, Bailey 
Shelton and Madison Smith.

In the final worship, the youth were reminded despite all the cool lights and 
entertainment, the weekend was about Jesus.

In closing for this article a tweet from the hashtag, “All I can say is Amen.”

United Methodist youth groups can register now for Nexus, the one-day event held Saturday, June 7, at the annual conference 
session in Jackson. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1311 for details.

Photo left: With hands lifted, one young girl engages worship. 

Rust College to Host Visitation Day on March 8   
Rust College will host its annual High School Visitation Day on Saturday, March 8, 2014 in the Mc-
Millan Multi-Purpose Center. Visitation day will provide information to potential students on admis-
sions, academia, financial aid and other factions of the life they will have while at Rust College.

Current students will be on-hand to discuss student life, social organizations and athletics.

The event will be held from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. For more information, contact the Rust Col-
lege Office of Enrollment Services at 662-252-8000, ext. 4059, or by email:  btalley@rustcollege.
edu or sstone@rustcollege.edu.

Rust College is a historically black, co-educational, senior liberal arts college founded in 1866 by 
the Freedman’s Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The College is related to the United 
Methodist Church, and is dedicated to serving students with a variety of academic preparations, 
through instruction in the humanities, social and behavioral sciences, natural science, business, technology, and education. Rust Col-
lege provides an opportunity for education to all, regardless of race, religion, sex, national origin, or ethnic background.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

ASU Wesley Foundation BOD Banquet 
The ASU Wesley Foundation of Alcorn State University will sponsor their first annual Board of Director’s banquet and 41st anniversary. 
The banquet will take place, Thursday, April 24, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Aldersgate’s UMC fellowship hall, located at 655 Beasley Road 
in Jackson.

The keynote speaker is Sen. John A. Horhn, of District 26. The emcee is WLBT anchorwoman, Katina Rankin. The theme for the event 
is “Expectancy 2014: Alcorn Wesley REAL Champion.”

The goal of the banquet is to generate funds for mission trips and programming.

The ASU Wesley Foundation is a REAL (Reaching Every Alcornite in Love) campus ministry with REAL students making a REAL differ-
ence at Alcorn State University.

The purpose of the ASU Wesley Foundation is to engage students outside the classroom. Our mission is to promote an engaging stu-
dent organization where students can have fun while receiving, developing and maintaining a relationship with God. The ASU Wesley 
Foundation of Alcorn State University encourages education and academic pursuits until a degree is received.

The Alcorn Wesley board of directors is asking for REAL table sponsors: $200/eight guests and partial table sponsors $100/four guests 
and $25.00 advance tickets.

If you would like to become a REAL table sponsor, contact Elder Vera Hall at 601-877-9959. You can also submit donations towards this 
event online at www.alcornwesleylorman.com.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 
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Nominations Requested for 2014 Tobias Gibson Award  
Nominations are now being solicited by the Commission on Archives & History for its annual Tobias Gibson Award.  Nominees should 
have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference, ideally within the last 
year.  The award nominee must be a living person and able to be present at the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference to 
receive the award.  Nominations are due by March 31, 2014, and are to be emailed to commission chairperson, Rev. Jerry Williams at 
jwillms@bellsouth.net or telephoned to archivist, Debra McIntosh, J.B. Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.

Items Wanted
Thirkield UMC in Bude, Mississippi needs a communion table, folding chairs and folding tables. Donations would be greatly appreci-
ated. Call Rev. Brenda Cager at 601-757-4397 to help. The church is part of the Brookhaven District.

Millsaps College Chamber Singers in Concert
March 23, 2014 
The Millsaps College Chamber Singers (photo right) will be in concert at Grenada First  United 
Methodist Church, located at 161 S. Line Street in Grenada, Mississippi. The concert begins at 
6:30 p.m on Sunday, March 23, 2014. The Chamber Singers are now scheduling for next year 
concert tour. For more information call 601-974-1422.

Senatobia District UMW Day Apart
March 29, 2014
This event takes place at Hinds Chapel UMC located at 5105 Church Road in Lake Cormorant, Mississippi. Registration and fellowship 
is at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting starts at 10:00 a.m.

The keynote speaker will be Mike Duggar, president and CEO of Methodist Children’s Homes.

Duggar comes to Methodist Children’s Homes with over 20 years of experience working with traumatized and abused children in Ten-
nessee, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Georgia and now Mississippi. Mike believes that God has called him to minister to broken children 
and to help them understand how much God loves them. His vision is to make the home most known for changing how Mississippi 
cares for traumatized children and troubled families. Mike came to us from the Methodist Children’s Home in Macon, Georgia. He 
received his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from The University of Tennessee and his masters in community psychology from 
Pennsylvania State University.

The ladies of Hinds Chapel will serve a light lunch following the meeting.

Tablescapes -- Christ UMC Jackson
April 1, 2014
The eighth annual Tablescapes fundraiser will be held on Tuesday, April 1, 2014 at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson.

This event is sponsored by the United Methodist Women of Christ United Methodist Church. Come enjoy delicious food, a silent auction 
and over 40 uniquely decorated tables.

Proceeds from Tablescapes will benefit UMW missions such as the McClean Fletcher Center, Methodist Children’s Homes, Ronald 
McDonald House, Stewpot Ministries and many others. For more information contact Martha Grace Gray at 601-899-2789 or Mar-
thagracegray@yahoo.com.

Meridian District Confirmation Retreat
April 5, 2014
The Meridian District confirmation retreat is Saturday, April 5, 2014 at Popular Springs Drive UMC. The time is from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. The retreat is open to grades six and up. The cost for the event is $5.00 and includes a pizza lunch. To register, contact Rev. Larry 
Hilliard at  Larry@psdumc.org. The deadline to register is April 2. For more information call 601-485-5598.

Cokesbury VBS 2014 Preview Event in Jackson
March 8, 2014
Everyone is invited to come out and see all of the vacation Bible school (VBS) programs for 2014! The  pre-
view event will be at Anderson United Methodist Church from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday March 8, 
2014. Anderson UMC is located at 6205 Hanging Moss Drive in Jackson, Mississippi.

To RSVP or ask questions, contact Dan Parker at dparker@cokesbury.com and 601-397-8186.

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Contemporary Worship Leader Needed - St. Mark’s UMC, Brandon
This is a part-time paid position at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Brandon, Mississippi. Requirements include being a worshiper 
of Jesus, strong leadership with a praise team of 10 plus people and with a congregation of 150 organized and good team work. Re-
hearsals are Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. Sunday morning worship at 11:00 a.m. For more information call 601-992-2131.

• Director of Childern’s Ministries - First UMC, Alexandria, LA
The Director of Children’s Ministries shall be a committed Christian with a passion to help children and adults connect, grow and serve 
by establishing and overseeing an effective ministry with and for children of the church and the community, from birth through sixth 
grade in keeping with the mission and vision of First United Methodist Church.

Qualifications include:

• A bachelor’s degree with a preference toward a degree in a field related to children’s ministry/education or proven experience in a 
similar position. • A passion for helping children and their families become disciples of Jesus Christ. • Ability to serve as a spiritual role 
model by demonstrating a commitment to Christian spiritual practices and by articulating a personal faith journey.

• Ability to lead a professional team with a positive spirit that supports the mission and core values of First UMC. • Ability to plan, imple-
ment and measure the results of ministry programs and events. 

• Alignment with the beliefs and practices of The United Methodist Church.

Resumes may be sent to: Mwood@fumca.org or First UMC Alexandria Attn: Mike Wood, 2727 Jackson Street, Alexandria, LA 
71301.

Employment 

Mexican Crab Dip  
1 pound crab meat
½ pound raw, peeled shrimp
1 onion, chopped
1 (7 oz.) bottle green salsa
2 chopped tomatoes
5 strips bacon
4 cups Monterey Jack Cheese
½ cup celery 

Fry bacon and drain.  Sauté onion, celery and shrimp in drippings.  Add salsa and chopped tomatoes.  Simmer to cook tomatoes.  
Crumble and add bacon.  Add shredded cheese slowly, stirring continuously until melted. Fold in crabmeat and heat just until bubbly.  
Serve hot, with tortilla chips.

— Donna Hinton, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg


